Ilan in English
Summer Camps 2011
By: Aviva Movshovitz,
ILAN Director of
Public Relations
and Donor Contact

reflect the nature of the summer
camp project and its emotional,
social and rehabilitative impact
on the handicapped children. The
families express their gratitude for
the experiences that the children
have in the summer camps, and
especially emphasize their ability
to take a break from the difficult
daily routine of of caring for their
handicapped children and the
possibility to enjoy some relaxation
and give more attention to the
other children in the family, while
knowing that their handicapped
child is having fun and is in good
hands, with Ilan. Many parents
even tell us that while their child
is in the Ilan summer camp, they
travel abroad – which shows how
confident they feel, that their child
is in a safe place.

 ummer 2011 is over. This year
S
the Ilan summer camps took place
as usual with great enthusiasm
and in the Ilan professional
and respectful manner. As in
previous years, we witnessed a
growth in the number of hosting
Kibbutzim and community villages,
which reached 40 in number.
Approximately 850 children and
youngsters participated and greatly
enjoyed the summer camps. We
thank the community village Alon
Shvut, which hosted this year a
summer camp for the first time, We
thank you on behalf of Ilan's board,
the children and their families, for
joining the summer camps project, Friends of Ilan in the
which brings great joy to the
U.S., which significantly
children, and great pride to Ilan!
supports Ilan on a regular
 he summer camps also took
T
place in Kibbutzim and villages
which have been hosting the
camps for many years: Tira,
Arara, Oranit, Kfar Haro'e, Ramat
Magshimim, Hispin, Kochav
Hashahar, Ashdot Yaakov, Gan
Shmuel, Shfayim, Ma'ale Adumim,
Migdal Oz, Saad, Merkaz Shapira,
Yavne, Alumim, Beerot Yitzhak,
Lavi, Sdot Yam, Bne Ram, Tirat
Zvi, Rosh Zurim, Sdemot Mehola,
Ma'ale Gilboa, Shluhot, Ein
Zurim, Beit Ramon, Kfar Etzion,
Ein Hanatziv, Meyrav, Maagan
Michael, Geva, Nof Ayalon and
Karnei Shomron. There were also
2 summer camps for adults: the
Haifa Branch adult camp, which
took place in Jerusalem, and the
adult summer camp in Kdumim.
The feedbacks from the children
and the families are heartwarming,
as always. This gives us the
strength to continue. We are
already starting to think about, and
plan, next year's summer camps!
Every year we receive dozens
of thank-you letters from the
children and their families, which
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basis, decided this year to
designate a big part of the
yearly donation towards
supporting the summer
camps. The donation that
was transferred to Ilan
was an essential part of
the camps budget, and
enabled us to maintain
our high standards, and
even improve them
Heartfelt thanks on behalf
of the children of Ilan,
to each and every one
of the Friends of Ilan
Association in the U.S.,
and especially to the
Chairman Jesse Krasnow
and his wife Maris.
 ots of thanks to all of you,
L
for your actions of giving and
loving. Well done! May you
always be able to continue
giving love in the future

A thank you letter from Ben's
mother. Ben participated for the first
time this year, in an Ilan summer
camp 2011.
To all the organizers of the 2011 Ilan
summer camp,
 en was invited, for the first time, to
B
participate in the summer camp in
Beit Rimon. This is Ben's first time,
being out of the house by himself.
We were, of course, very excited
yet fearful -how will he manage?
How will he express himself and let
people know what he likes? And
how will he be understood, when
he cannot talk? How will he go to
all kinds of places, when he cannot
walk? How will he go to sleep
at night?
During our visit before the camp
started, to get aquatinted with the
staff, I understood that Ben was
going to have the time of his life,
he is going to be surrounded by
loving friends, and simply enjoy a
whole week outside of the house
by himself…we can also take some
time off from him, without any
guilt feelings.
We would like to thank the whole
wonderful staff that took care of him
during his stay, and simply gave him
a great time (some of the fun can be
seem in pictures and in the album
you made for him).
…So thank you for the loving and
warm care, for the tenderness , the
giving and the sharing, the endless
hours that you devoted, and for your
main goal, which is to give and help.
I would like to quote something I
found, about the word "give".
"Knowing how to give…is to listen
to the will of the other . It is knowing
how to accept that not everybody
is like you, it is to pardon others for
their mistakes. It is to share your
loved-one's happiness, as if it were
your own, it is being there, even
when you aren't. It is giving up the
power struggle, it is allowing others
to err. Knowing how to give,
is an experience".

 he expressions of volunteerism
T
and donations are surging and
exciting. Organizations and private
donators are donating money for
operating the summer camps,
others are donating food, clothes
and even activities for the benefit
of the children, such as shows,
clowns, creative activities
and more.
 he Ministry of Social Affairs
T
also partially supports the cost
of the summer camp project, and
allocates a small sum for every
child. Despite this, every year Ilan
has to add huge sums of money
to allow the completion of the
financing for food, transportation,
and activities.
Our aim is to raise the number
of children that participate in the
summer camps every year, as we
are getting such requests, and to
add new and challenging activities
for the children, so that they
can experience the same things
that non-handicapped children
experience in regular
summer camps.


Scholarships
for Ilan
Athletes for 2012
Olympics in London
By: S
 haul Sviri,
Chairman of Sports
Committee, Ilan

In 2012 the Olympics will take
place in London, towards which
many competitions take place, in
Israel and abroad: Both grading
competitions, and World and
European championships. These
contests allow athletes to achieve
the Olympic minimum required to
participate in the Olympic team.
In parallel, criteria were set for the
2016 Olympics and candidates
were selected to join the team.
The Sports Federation and the
Paralympic Committee added
contests beyond the normal
budgeting, to allow athletes to
participate in a greater number of
contests.
Obviously, this also does not
suffice. Therefore Ilan decided
to grant special scholarships for
athletes, to help them participate
in competitions for the Olympic
minimum tests.

Remarkable
Achievement for
Shimi Shayek, from
Ilan Ramat Gan,
in the NY Marathon
By: B
 y: Avraham Tshuva

28year old Shimi Shayek, made
a remarkable achievement in
November, when he finished the
New York Marathon in two hours
and ten minutes, including 40
minutes in which he worked hard
at fixing a flat tire by himself, on
the Brooklyn Bridge.
After the race Shayek, a member
of Ilan Ramat Gan, was ranked in
34 out of 170 hand bike runners.
Shimi is one of the only athletes in
the world who has cerebral palsy
and participates in marathons.
Most hand bike athletes are
paralyzed or amputees, which
makes his achievement even more
extraordinary.

 cholarships totaling NIS 120,000
S
were given to the athletes by Ilan
Chairman Mr. Ehud Rassabi,
Ilan General Director Mr.
Shimon Zurieli, and Mr. Shaul
Sviri, Chairman of Ilan's Sports
Committee, in a short ceremony
held in the Ilan Sports Center in
Ramat Gan, on September 27,
2011, just before the New Year

 hank you…Thank you…
T
Thank you
Anat, Ben's mother.
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